whether new approaches to treatment offer any advantages, we need to look at the results of trials involving large numbers of patients followed up for many years.
EARLY DISEASE
The primary approach to the treatment of breast cancer is surgical. Mastectomy, simple or radical, is carried out less often now, but it still has its place. However, local excision of the primary tumour followed by radiotherapy seems 
GENERAL POINTS
There has been considerable publicity about all aspects of breast cancer, some of it undoubtedly distressing to patients. Equally, much of it has helped to improve communication.
